[Estrogen receptors in the lower uterine segment].
The presence and quantity of specific cytoplasmatic receptors for E2 were analysed in the smooth muscle cells of the lower uterine segment in 14 patients (mean age 29.5 years, mean parity 2.9) who had a normal pregnancy and delivered at term. Myometrial tissue (greater than 150 mg) was taken from the median zone of the front wall of the lower uterus during cesarian section with a transversal incision on the lower segment at the level of the vescico-uterine fold. Cesarian section was electively chosen by 10 patients before the onset of labour and was used in 4 cases due to complications arising during labour. In order to carry out the receptor assay 100 ml of cytosolic fraction were incubated for 24 h with increasing concentrations of 0.38 microCu/ml to 2.5 microCu/ml of E2 tired in presence or absence of approximately 100-fold higher concentrations of unlabelled E2. Recorded cpm were compared to a standard reference curve. There was no significant difference between the radioactivity levels of the cytosolic fraction measured as total bound or with non-specific bound. Results are fully discussed in the paper.